


Letter from our CEO

s | reflect on 2024, | am overwhelmed with gratitude as we celebrate a year of
remarkable growth and transformation at Bloom. None of our progress would have been

possible without the countless individuals—our devoted foster families, dedicated volunteers,

and generous supporters—who each played a vital role in propelling our mission forward. Together, over the past two
decades, we have grown from a small local nonprofit serving 25 children in Fayette County into a statewide agency
reaching thousands of foster children across Georgia.

This year, we expanded our presence into northwest Georgia with the opening of our Rome office and launched new,
innovative programs designed to meet the growing needs of children in foster care.

Here are just a few of the milestones that you helped us reach in 2024:

Finding Forever Families: Our foster care licensing team worked tirelessly to connect teens and children with therapeutic
needs to loving foster families, ensuring they receive the care they deserve.

Fostering Stability: With 50-60% of the youth we serve facing high-risk trauma, our ability to maintain low disruption
rates is critical. Boom has maintained a 93% stability rate for the foster children we served this past year.

Growing in Rome: Our new Rome office is thriving, with eight newly licensed foster families in under a year—positioning
Bloom to become one of the largest child-placing agencies in the region.

Expanding Training and Resources: Bloom University had a standout year, training foster families across multiple regions,
and our Family Resource Center secured a grant to continue its vital work.

Reaching More Children: In 2024, Bloom launched two innovative programs to help reach more foster children and
support young adults aging out of the foster care system. Bloom Direct will deliver clothing to the doorsteps of foster
families across the state, while Bloom Beyond will provide foster young adults with critical support and resources to
ensure a successful transition to independent living.

These achievements reflect the commitment of everyone who has been a part of our journey. Your time, generosity, and
belief in our mission empower us to keep growing, innovating, and changing lives.

Bloom Closet| Rome, GA The pages that follow illustrate how Bloom is answering the call to support every foster child in Georgia. As we look to

the future, | am confident that through collaboration, advocacy, and unwavering compassion, we will continue to work

B O G rd Of D i re Cto rS toward a world where every foster child has the stability, love, and resources they need to thrive.
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“l want to thank Bloom for thei
amazing new program, Bloom
Direct! We don’t have many
resources in our area, so havin
boxes of clothing and essentials
directly delivered to our home
has taken a huge weight ;
off our shoulders.”

- DFCS Region 9 Famil

Did MR Bloom served 89% of
"N d Georgia’s counties in 2024
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“They say it takes a villa
to raise a child. Well, in th
foster care world, Bloom
is our village, and we
couldn’t do this withou
their support.”

- The McNichols Fq
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Bloom’s Core Programs

Bloom’s multi-faceted programs are designed to holistically support foster parents, foster
children, and birth families during some of the most challenging moments of their lives. Our
programs provide comprehensive resources, training, and assistance that help strengthen
and support the lives of vulnerable children and their families.

FOSTER CARE BLOOM CLOSET

We provide foster children and
families with FREE clothing, supplies,
and everyday essentials to help ease
financial burdens and create a sense
of normalcy.

We carefully match children with safe,
loving foster families, ensuring they
receive the stability, care, and support
they need to heal and thrive.
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BLOOM UNIVERSITY

Through evidence-based training, we
equip foster and birth families with the
skills and knowledge needed to safely
support and parent children who
have experienced trauma.

BLOOMBEYOND

For young adults aging out of foster
care, we offer comprehensive
guidance, support, and resources to
help them transition into independent
living with confidence.




Transforming Lives Through Foster Care

HOW LITTLE MADDIE FOUND STABILITY, LOVE, AND HER FOREVER FAMILY

Every child deserves a safe, loving home and the
support and resources necessary to reach their full
potential. Maddie’s story is a powerful example of how
Bloom’s dedicated foster families and a strong support
system can transform a child’s life.

Maddie came to Bloom as a medically fragile infant,
facing more challenges in her first few months of life
than most face in a lifetime. Born with complex medical
needs, she required tube feeding and around-the-
clock care. Her first Bloom foster family, the Smiths,
went above and beyond to help meet her physical and
emotional needs, even preparing specialized baby
food and learning how to use her feeding pump.

In May of 2021, a licensed nurse named Allie began
providing respite care for Maddie to support the Smith
family. Allie became an integral part of Maddie’s care
team, stepping in regularly to provide support and
working closely with the Smith family to ensure Maddie’s
needs were met. Allie’s medical expertise allowed her to
advocate for Maddie in ways that helped improve her
quality of life.

“As a nurse, | felt comfortable challenging Maddie’s
medical team when necessary,” said Allie. “Together,
we were able to transition her to syringe bolus feeds,
freeing her from being stationary for six-plus hours a
day. The Smith family and | worked together in true
partnership towards her progress.”

When it became clear that the goal for Maddie had
shifted to adoption, the Smith family approached Allie
about becoming Maddie’s full-time caregiver. On March
1, 2023, Maddie moved in with Allie for an extended
respite and has been with her ever since!

According to Allie, the Bloom Closet was instrumental in
supporting the journey for both she and Maddie. On her
first visit, she picked out clothing, books, and a toy truck
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Boom’s Foster Care Program has
maintained a 93% stability rate for the
foster children we served this past

year.
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Foster Families Trained
by Bloom University

The Foster Care program maintains
an A+ rating by the State Office of
Provider Management for excellence
in program delivery.

The Family Resource Center was
awarded a grant to extend the pilot
program for a second year.

that remains her favorite to this day. The shelves lined with
books were especially meaningful, as Maddie, though non-
verbal, adores reading.

Over the past several years, Maddie has made remarkable
progress. She no longer requires daily medications and has
started eating by mouth. Maddie played her first team sport
this past year, tee ball-learning valuable lessons alongside her
3- and 4-year-old teammates. Perhaps most exciting, Maddie’s
adoption was finalized in December 2024, giving her a forever
home.

“Maddie is fearless, and we've affectionately nicknamed
her the ‘tiny tornado,” said Allie. “She’s all dirt, dresses and
dinosaurs, often outside barefoot in a tutu, roaring as she
plays. She lives life ea-ger to experience everything the world

has to offer”



Expanding
The Bloom Closet Programming

BLOOM LAUNCHES NEW PROGRAM TO DELIVER HOPE AND CONFIDENCE STATEWIDE

Bloom is committed to ensuring every foster child in Georgia has access to the essentials they need to thrive. In 2024, a
collection of monthly donors helped us take a significant step forward through the launch of Bloom Direct. This innovative
program is designed to remove geographic barriers by providing children in emergency placements with clothing and
essentials delivered directly to their doorstep.

Often, as children enter foster care, they arrive with little to nothing of their own. Bloom Direct ensures that within the first
48 hours of placement, children receive a box filled with clothing tailored to their size, style, and needs, bringing a sense
of comfort and dignity during a time of great uncertainty.

In partnership with the Department of Family and Children Services (DFCS), Region 9, an area with limited resources,
was identified as the pilot location for the Bloom Direct program. Iniits first phase, the goal is to distribute boxes to all 440
children living in that region. In year three, Bloom seeks to scale this program beyond Region 9 to reach 1,000 children
annually.

“We're dedicated to growingthisinitiative toreach asmany foster children as possible,” said Bloom CEO Becky Davenport.
“Bloom Direct is about more than clothing—it's a message to each child that they are seen, valued, and supported.”

This past July, the first 25 boxes were sent to foster children in Region 9, marking the beginning of this ambitious effort. This
milestone would not be possible without the generosity of Bloom’s recurring monthly donors, who provide the continued
financial backing required to make this program successful.

“With Bloom Direct, we are breaking down barriers, creating new opportunities, and ensuring that every child, no matter
where they are placed, has the essentials they need to step into their new home with dignity,” said Davenport. “Together,
we are delivering hope one box at a time”
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Over the past 15 years, The Bloom Closet has distributed more than 2 O 3 O O/

$13 million worth of clothing and daily essentials to foster children. o
Last year alone, Bloom served 7,800 foster children from 142 annual growth rate in
Georgia counties, providing $2.28 million in free clothing and the number of children

supplies. served
Since opening in 2010, The Bloom Closet has experienced a

20-30% annual growth rate in the number of children served,
demonstrating the increasing demand for services.
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Every year, hundreds of teens age out of foster
care in Georgia. Without proper support they
face many challenges:

After receiving navigator support and
guidance, transition-aged youth increase their
knowledge of independent living skills and
gain confidence when navigating things like
25°/o healthcare, housing, or educational systems on
will become homeless their own.

50% . - Having access to free clothing and essentials
cannot find stable employment through the Bloom Closet eliminates a
7% significant barrier to pursuing transition-aged

face chronic poverty youth’s educational or career goals.
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Empowering Futures
Through Bloom Beyond

SUPPORTING FOSTER CARE YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS ON THEIR PATH TO INDEPENDENCE

As young adults transition into adulthood, the change can be overwhelming, and this is no different for foster youth.
Without strong support systems, access to resources, or financial stability, foster children face even greater challenges
in securing housing, education, and employment. Recognizing this critical gap, Bloom launched Bloom Beyond, a
groundbreaking program designed to provide personalized support, essential resources, and leadership opportunities
for young adults (ages 18-26) who are aging out of foster care in Georgia.

At the heart of Bloom Beyond is the Navigator Support Program, which offers hands-on, individualized guidance to
help young adults navigate the complexities of independent living. This includes support for housing, education, career
development, healthcare access, transportation, and critical life-skills training. By pairing young adults with dedicated
Navigators, Bloom Beyond provides both tangible resources and emotional support to help build confidence and long-
term stability.

An additional obstacle for this population of foster children lies within affording necessities. Utilizing resources from
The Bloom Closet and Bloom Closet Express, Bloom Beyond provides free clothing and essential items, to help ease this
financial strain while simultaneously fostering a sense of dignity and security.

A Leadership Council plays an integral role in ensuring that Bloom Beyond remains current, responsive, and impactful
for this vulnerable population of emerging adults. Similar to a board of directors, the Leadership Council consists of
young adults with lived experience who help shape the daily and future goals of the program. While helping to guide
the development of this program, this opportunity provides a unique experience for the Council’s constituents to gain
professional leadership experience and earn a stipend to support their journey as they launch into their career. This
Councilrepresents Bloom’'s commitment to incorporating youth voice and lived experience into its program development.

“With the expansion of Bloom Beyond, we are creating a comprehensive support system that empowers young adults
to thrive,” said Michaela Guthrie, Bloom Beyond Program Director. “Through strategic partnerships, innovative funding
opportunities like the Fostering Success Tax Credit, and continued community engagement, we are committed to
helping young adults turn their goals into reality”

After spending nine years in foster care and aging out at 19, Bloom Beyond’s Program
Director, Michaela Guthrie, brings both lived experience and professional expertise

to Bloom. She holds both a master’s and a bachelor’s degree in social work from the
University of Alabama and has launched child placing agencies and family resource
centers at various Atlanta nonprofits. As a licensed clinical social worker, her personal
journey drives her commitment to creating better outcomes for others impacted by the
system. She looks forward to building partnerships and applying her unique perspective
to make a meaningful difference at Bloom.

For more information on how to support Bloom Beyond,
Contact Michaela Guthrie at m.guthrie@bloomfosters.org




Moving Forward,
Fueled by Generosity

BLOOM CELEBRATES SUCCESS OF THE 20™ ANNIVERASRY OF BLOOM BALL

The 20th Anniversary of Bloom Ball was a record-breaking success, bringing together nearly 600 supporters for an
unforgettable evening dedicated to improving the lives of foster children. Thanks to the generosity of sponsors, donors,
and volunteers, Bloom raised over $400,000 in funds to provide essential resources and support for thousands of children

in foster care across Georgia.

Held for the first time at the Georgia Aquarium, guests enjoyed stunning views of marine life while experiencing live
performances from acclaimed Nashville artists Leah Belle Faser, Sarah Bonsignore, and Ashley Riley. Special guests,
including WSB-TV Chief Meteorologist Brad Nitz and Atlanta Mayor Andre Dickens, added to the excitement of the

evening, highlighting the impact of community-driven advocacy for children in need.

“We are thrilled to have celebrated the 20th anniversary of the Bloom Ball with such overwhelming support,” said Mayor
Vince Williams, board chair for Bloom. “This event is more than just a gala it’s a testament to the power of collective

generosity and our shared commitment to making a difference in the lives of foster children.”

The funds raised through the Bloom Ball directly support Bloom’s mission, providing safe and loving foster homes,
clothing, school supplies, and other critical necessities for foster children. This success would not have been possible
without the incredible sponsors and donors who stepped up to make alasting impact.

As Bloom continues to expand its programs and services, opportunities for sponsorship and involvement remain
essential. The support of corporate partners and community advocates ensures that Bloom can reach even more
children, providing stability, hope, and the resources they need to thrive.

To learn more, visit https://bloomfosters.org/join-our-cause/bloom-ball-2/
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Building Stronger Communities
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The Foster Care program in Rome is
thriving, with eight newly licensed
foster families in under a year—
positioning Bloom to become one of
the largest child-placing agencies
in the region.

Since opening in May of 2024, the
Bloom Closet in Rome has served
over 675 children, with an estimated
17,876 items distributed, totaling
$129,072.

The goal for this new location was
to serve 100 children a month by
June of 2025, but that goal was
reached shortly after opening, with
153 children served in July of 2024.

BLOOM EXPANDS FOSTER CARE SUPPORT TO NORTHWEST GEORGIA

In May 2024, Bloom expanded its footprint to northern
Georgia by opening a second location in Rome to meet the
growing demand for foster care services. This new facility
eliminates geographic barriers, allowing Bloom to provide
local support and resources to families who previously
endured long travel days, while also significantly extending
our impact.

This new location serves as a fully operational resource
center, offering foster families the same services and
essentials available at Bloom’s flagship location in
Fayetteville. From clothing and supplies to training and
community support, Bloom is committed to ensuring that
every foster child has the resources they need, no matter
where they are located.

“The opening of our Rome facility marks a significant
milestone in our mission to provide localized support for
foster children,” said Becky Davenport, CEO of Bloom. “Our
goal is to keep children in their communities where they can
thrive and heal surrounded by familiar environments.”

Looking ahead, this new location is just the beginning. Bloom
remains dedicated to expanding its services, reaching more
foster children, and ensuring that every child in Georgia finds
the stability, love, and support they deserve.




Transformative Partnerships

Bloom would like to recognize a few of the many amazing organizations that contributed to our success in 2024.

Future Forwarding

Played a crucial role in optimizing
Bloom’s warehouse operations,
reducing shipping costs for Bloom
Direct by over 60%, and providing
storage solutions that allow us to
serve foster children more efficiently.

“ At Pace Academy, respect, compassion and engagement
are at the heart of who we are. Partnering with Bloom allows our
school community to live out these values—helping foster children
through donation drives and hands-on volunteer efforts. Through
our Isdell Center for Global Leadership, we provide meaningful

opportunities for students to make areal difference”
- Fred Assaf

Head of School, Pace Academy

Georgia Power

has deepened its engagement by
volunteering at our warehouse,
hosting collections drives, providing
financial support, and having
company representative Eric Arnold,
Manager, Fleet Support & Tech
Services, serve on Bloom’s Board of
Directors.

“ At Future Forwarding, we are proud to support Bloom’s
incredible mission by helping them streamline logistics and
optimize warehouse operations. Seeing the tangible impact
of our efforts—reducing shipping costs and enhancing
efficiency—reinforces our commitment to using our expertise
to serve foster children across Georgia.”

- Colin Smith

President & CEO, Future Forwarding

Pace Academy

Continues to demonstrate its
commitment to community service
by hosting a Bloom donation
receptacle, organizing student-
led clothing drives, and fostering
a spirit of volunteerism among its
students and community.

“ Georgia Power is committed to strengthening the
communities we serve, and our partnership with Bloom
allows us to make a meaningful impact in the lives of foster
children. Whether through volunteerism, financial support, or
leadership, we are honored to play arole in helping Bloom
provide essential resources to children in need.

- Eric Arnold

Manager, Fleet Support & Tech Services

“ At Chick-fil-A, serving others is at
the heart of what we do. Bloom’s work to

provide for foster children aligns with our
mission, and we are honored to contribute

Chick-fil-A

Has also stepped up as a dedicated partner. Erick

McReynolds, Vice President, Field Operations — Regions
at Chick-fil-A, serves on Bloom’s Board of Directors. In

Accountability and Transparency

Bloom is dedicated to operating with integrity,
accountability, and transparency. We want our donors,
foster families,and the public toknow as much as possible
how Bloom operates and how we responsibly use
donations to support children in foster care.

Bloom has received the Platinum Seal of Transparency
from Candid, the world’s largest source of nonprofit
information, demonstrating our commitment to openness
and responsible financial management. We are also
nationally accredited by the Council on Accreditation

(COA), a designation that reflects our high standards of
quality and excellence in child welfare services.

These recognitions, along with several others, assure
our supporters that every donationis used efficiently
to create a lasting impact. Your trust allows us to
continue providing stability, care, and hope for children in
foster care.

Charity
Navigator

How Your Generosity Fuels Growth

DONATION SOURCES IN 2024
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36%

7%

17%
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FOSTER CHILDREN SERVED OVER PAST 5 YEARS

) addition, Chick-fil-A graciously supports Bloom through
through volunteer efforts, sponsorships, and

collection drives.

corporate sponsorship and donations. They also host a
donation bin to collect essential items for foster children

- Erick McReynolds

191 VP Field Ops, Chick-FlI-A [20

and send volunteer groups to help further our mission.




With Gratitude

2024 was a record-setting year for Bloom, thanks to the generosity and
kindness of our community of supporters. Thank you to all the Bloom
advocates who helped us advance our mission and serve more foster

children than ever before!
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John & Ellen Divergilio
Denise Dome

Dan & Brenda Dudley
Shannon Dube

Mara Dunn

Lisa Eason

Pam Edwards

Margaret Eischen

Milly Elkin-Crenshaw
Sean & Heather Ervin
Victoria Farrell

Trevor & Heather Feinstein
Michael & Andrea Ferguson
Stefanie Fisher

Laine Futral

Scott & Wendy Gallagher
Tracy Gauge

Rita Gausden

Georgia Power Ambassadors
Karen Gibler

Nancy Gratzer

Graham Green

Jan Grogan

Stephanie Grover

Mark & Sena Grunden

Harlon & Wanda Guinn
Samuel & Kimberly Haney
Amanda Harrill

John & Christine Hepfinger
Sandy Holcomb

Sheniqua Holder

Sandra Horning

Jeffrey & Kariann Houseman
Inman United Methodist Church
Kim Johnson

Michael & Ginger Johnston
Tela Kayne

Dr. Shazia Khan

Stephanie King

Kyle Kirby

Kiwanis Club of Peachtree City

Knights of Columbus Charities of
Georgia

Shelley Lightfoot

Larry & Marion Lighthiser
Janet Maloy

Beverly Mate

Barbara McClure
Monica McCulley

John & Leigh McGee
DeWayne McGregory
Heather Meyers

Jamie Morgan

Krista Morin

Shannon Mulcahy
Daniel & Marleta Murphy
Kathryn Newman

Oak Grove Elementary
Lilli & Larry O’Donnell

Heidi Ogg

Lynn Ortmann

Dennis & Karen Parman
Bryan & Carie Patterson
Carlton & Maty Pike
Larry Price

Beth Rose

Tracy Rose

Shondra Rosier

Nicole Safran

James & Andrea Schmid
Ryan & Lauren Schneider
Kendra Scott

Zach & Garland Seelye
Maila Shabazz

Kelly & Jennifer Shannon
Kay & Tony Shoaf

Steven & Shawn Shrader
Cassie Shuba

Greg Singleton

David & Devon Smyth
Alan & Christa Springston
Gary Stiner

Aaron Sylvester
Marcella Tellechua
Tyrone Tention

Allen & Nancy Thames
Joshua Thomas
Amanda Threadagill
Veronica Umstattd
United Way of Metro Atlanta
Ed & Denise Vise

Karen Warde-Maynard
Mary Watts

Matt & Ellie White-Stevens
Garrett Williams

Kerry & Sharon Wright
Whitney Young

Irene Young

Your Pie - Peachtree City

Ralph & Clara Zimmerman
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How Can You Support Foster Children?

Volunteer Foster a Donate to
Child Our Mission

The Power of Giving

This year, Bloom’s work is going to matter more than ever before, and we need your help to plan ahead for
whatever the future holds.

Stock Gifts: Many of our supporters choose to donate stock, as stock gifts represent a great opportunity for
Bloom to receive the full value of the stock while you avoid paying capital gains taxes.

IRA Accounts: Donating via a qualified charitable distribution from your IRA account is another great
mutually beneficial method of giving.

Georgia Tax Credit Program: Georgia taxpayers can support the new Bloom Beyond program through the
Fostering Success Tax Credit (Qualified Foster Child Donation Credit). This innovative funding mechanism
allows individuals to redirect their state taxes to support young adults transitioning from foster care,
creating a sustainable impact at no additional cost to donors.

To learn more, please visit bloomfosters.org/donate or email k. weaver@bloomfosters.org.

Stay Connected

It’s easy to stay up to date on Bloom’s news, events, and ways to help foster children in need!

Get email updates
Join Bloom’s email list and get the latest news and upcoming events delivered directly to your inbox.

Click the QR code below to sign up.

Stay social

Connect with us on Facebook and follow us on Instagram.

Be the first to know about special announcements and needs.

Click the QR codes below to join our social media accounts.

Email Facebook Instagram
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